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PPT 
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(PCT Rule 61.2) 

To: 

Commissioner 

US Deoartment of Commerce 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, PCT 

zui 1 ooutn Liark riace noom 
CP2/5C24 

Arlington, VA 22202 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 

Date of mailing: 

17 May 2001 (17.05.01) 


International application No.: 

PCT/J POO/07755 

Applicant's or agent's file reference: 
P991052 

Internationai filing date: 

02 November 2000 (02.1 1 .00) 

Priority date: 

10 November 1999 (10.11.99) 

Applicant: 

TOYOSHIMA, Harukoetal 


1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

I X[ in the demand filed with the International preliminary Examining Authority on: 

26 February 2001 (26.02.01) 


I I in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 


2. The election | X | was 

I I was not 


made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 



Authorized officer: 

The International Bureau of WlPO 

34, chemin des Colombettes 


121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

J. Zahra 

Facsimile No.: (41-22)740.14.35 

Telephone No.: (41-22)338.83.38 


Form PCT/IB/331 (July 1992) 


4013767 
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ATENT COOPERATION TRETTFY 


PCT/JPOO/07755 


From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 


PCT 


NOTIFICATION CONCERNING 
SUBMISSION OR TRANSMITTAL 
OF PRIORITY DOCUMENT 

(PCT Administrative Instructions, Section 411) 


To: 


HATORI, Osamu 
Alcasalo HKN Building 6F 
8-6, Akasaka 1-chome 
Minato-ku 
Tokyo 107-0052 
JAPON 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
09 January 2001 (09.01.01) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
P991052 

IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 

International application No. 
PCT/JPOO/07755 

International filing date (day/month/year) 
02 November 2000 (02. 1 1 .00) 

International publication date (day/month/year) 
Not yet published 

Priority date (day/month/year) 

10 November 1999 (10.11.99) 

Applicant 

KAO CORPORATION et a! 


1. The applicant is hereby notified of the date of receipt {except where the letters "NR" appear in the right-hand column) by the 
International Bureau of the priority document(s) relating to the earlier application(s) indicated below. Unless otherwise 
indicated by an asterisk appearing next to a date of receipt or by the letters "NR", in the right-hand column, the priority 
document concerned was submitted or transmitted to the International Bureau in compliance with Rule 17.1 (a) or (b). 

2. This updates and replaces any previously issued notification concerning submission or transmittal of priority documents. 


3. 


4. 


An asteriskC*) appearing next to a date of receipt, in the right-hand column, denotes a priority document submitted 
or transmitted to the International Bureau but not in compliance with Rule 1 7.1 (a) or (b). In such a case, the attention 
of the applicant is directed to Rule 17.1(c) which provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim 
concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document 
within a time limit which is reasonable under the circumstances. 

The letters "NR" appearing in the right-hand column denote a priority document which was not received by the International 
Bureau or which the applicant did not request the receiving Office to prepare and transmit to the International Bureau, 
as provided by Rule 17.1 (a) or (b), respectively. In such a case, the attention of the applicant is directed to Rule 17.1 (c) which 
provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, 
upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document within a time limit which is reasonable under the 
circumstances. 


PriQrity d9t? 


Priority aoplication No. 


10 Nove 1999 (10.11.99) 11/320341 


CpMntry Qr regipn^l Office 
or PCT receiving Office 

JP 


Date of receipt 
of orioritv document 

22 Dece 2000 (22.12.00) 



Authorized officer 

The Internationa! Bureau of WlPO 

34, chennin des Colombettes 

Marc Salzman \ 

121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 

Telephone No. (41 -22) 338.83.38 ^ 

Form PCT/IB/304 (July 1998) 

003759707 
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^TENT COOPERATION TR^Y 


wo 01/34084 
PCT/JPOO/07755 


From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 


PCT 

NOTICE INFORMING THE APPLICANT OF THE 
COMMUNICATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
APPLICATION TO THE DESIGNATED OFFICES 

(PCT Rule 47.1(c), first sentence) 

To: 

HATORI, Osamu 
Akasaka HKN Building 6F 
8-6, Akasaka 1-chome 
Minato-ku 

Tokyo 107-0052 ^x'^CP^T^-x. 
JAPON /%^''^^^\ 

Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
17 May 2001 (17.05.01) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
P991052 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

International application No. 
PCT/JPOO/07755 

International filing date (day/month/year) 
02 November 2000 (02.1 1 .00) 

Priority date (day/month/year) 

10 November 1999 (10.11.99) 

Applicant 

KAO CORPORATION et al 


1. Notice is hereby given that the International Bureau has communicatedr as provided in Article 20, the international application 
to the foHowing designated Offices on the date indicated above as the date of mailing of this Notice: 

KR.US 


in accordance with Rule 47.1(c), third sentence, those Offices will accept the present Notice as conclusive evidence that 
the connmunication of the international application has duly taken place on the date of mailing indicated above and no copy 
of the international application is required to be furnished by the applicant to the designated Office(s). 

2. The following designated Offices have waived the requirement for such a communication at this time: 
CN,EP 


The communication will be made to those Offices only upon their request. Furthermore, those Offices do not require the 
applicant to furnish a copy of the international application (Rule 49.1(a-bis)). 

3. Enclosed with this Notice is a copy of the international application as published by the International Bureau on 
17 May 2001 (17.05.01) under No. WO 01/34084 

REMINDER REGARDING CHAPTER II (Article 31(2)(a) and Rule 54.2) 

If the applicant wishes to postpone entry into the national phase until 30 months (or later in some Offices) from the priority 
date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed with the competent international Preliminary 
Examining Authority before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. 

It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor the 19-month time limit. 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has the 
right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 

REMINDER REGARDING ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE (Article 22 or 39(1)) 

If the applicant wishes to proceed with the international application in the national phase, he must within 20 months 
or 30 months, or later in some Offices, perform the acts referred to therein before each designated or elected Office. 

For further important information on the time limits and acts to be performed for entering the national phase, see the 
Annex to Form PCT/lB/301 (Notification of Receipt of Record Copy) and Volume 11 of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 



The International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 

Authorized officer 

J. Zahra 

Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 


Form PCT/IB/308 (July 1996) 


4014842 
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1^ - <V PATENT COOPERATION TREAIX 

PCT 

A \) INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
P991052 

SeeNotificationofTransmittaloflntemational Preliminary 
FOR FURTHER ACTION Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 

International application No. 

PCT/JPOO/07755 

International filing date (day/month/year) 

02 November 2000 (02. 11 .00) 

Priority date (day/month/year) 

10 November 1999(10.11.99) 

International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
A61F 13/494, 13/475 

Applicant 

KAO CORPORATION 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 


2. This REPORT consists of a total of 


sheets, including this cover sheet. 


□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 
Rule 70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 


These annexes consist of a total of. 


sheets. 


3. 


This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Bsisis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial ^licabiHty 
Lack of unity of invention 


I 


II 

□ 

III 

□ 

IV 

□ 

V 


VI 

□ 

VII 

□ 

VIII 

□ 


m 
m 

m 
a 


2 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 


\ 


Date of submission of the demand 

26 February 2001 (26.02.01) 

Date of completion of this report 

17 September 2001 (17.09.2001) 

Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 

Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 


Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


International application No. 

PCT/JPOO/07755 


. Basis of the report 


1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 

pages ^ ^ 

pages 


□ 


, as originally filed 


, filed with the demand 


, filed with the letter of 


□ 


the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 


, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 


, filed with the letter of 


I I the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 


, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 


filed with the letter of 


I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages ^ 

pages ^ 


, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 


filed with the letter of 


2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language m which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. . 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language wnicn is. 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1 (b)). 

I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished . for the purposes of intemaUonal preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

or 55-3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I I contained in the international application in written form. 

[ I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

■ Q The statement that the subsequently fiimished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
I I The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

[~| the drawings, sheets/fig 


□ This report has been established as if (some oO the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 ore referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 7UJ0 
and 70.17). 

♦* Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


International application No. 

PCT/JPOO/07755 


V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1, Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 2,4,5 ^ES 

Claims 1,3,6 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 5 [ 

Claims 1-4,6 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1-6 

Claims NO 


2. Citations and explanations 

The subject matters of claims 1, 3 and 6 do not appear to be novel in view of document 1 [JP, 2001- 
25485, A (Daio Paper Corp., et al.), 30 January, 2001 (30.01.01)] cited in the ISR. 

Document 1 (see Fig. 2) describes an absorbable article provided v^ith three-dimensional guards 
respectively having a skin contact portion and a rising portion, and it is considered that the described 
arrangement and width ratio of elastic members in the skin contact portion and the rising portion are 
similar to those of the present application. 

The subject matters of claims 1-4 and 6 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of 
document 2 [JP, 7-112003, A (Uni-Charm Corp.), 2 May, 1995 (02.05.95)] and document 3 [JP, 62- 
250201, A (The Proctor & Gamble Co.), 31 October, 1987 (31.10.87)] respectively cited in the ISR. 

It can be considered that document 2 (see Fig. 2) describes an absorbable article provided with three- 
dimensional guards respectively having a skin contact portion and a rising portion, in which (1) elastic 
members are disposed (a) in the skin contact portion and (b) in the folded back portions of the skin 
contact portion and the rising portion, and (2) the width of the skin contact portion is somewhat narrower 
than the width of the rising portion. Document 3 (see Fig. 7) suggests that an elastic member may be 
disposed at a portion near the base end of a three-dimensional guard. So, a person skilled in the art could 
have easily (1) disposed an elastic member also in the rising portion of document 2, and (2) adjusted, in 
this case, the disposition as required. Since document 2 describes that plural elastic members are 
disposed in the skin contact portion, it can be considered that if the elastic members of the rising portion 
are disposed as disposed also in document 2 as they are in document 3, (1) the overall width of the 
elastic members of the skin contact portion is larger than the overall width of the elastic members of the 
rising portion, and (2) the stress of the skin contact portion is larger than the stress of the rising portion. 

The subject matter of claim 5 appears to be novel and to involve an inventive step in view of the 
documents cited in the ISR. 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 


International application No. 

PCT/JPOO/07755 


A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

Int.Cl^ A61F 13/494, A61F 13/475 


According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national Classification and IPC 

B. FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
Int.Cl'' A61F 13/15-13/82 


Documentation searched other them minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 
Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1926-1996 Toro3cu Jitsuyo Shinarx Koho 1994-2000 

Kbkai Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1971-2000 Jitsuyo Shinan Toroku Koho 1996-2000 

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 


C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 


Category* 

Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 

Relevant to claim No. 

EX 

JP, 2001-025485, A (Daio Paper Corporation et al . ) , 
30 January, 2001 (30.01.01) (Family: none) 

1,3,6 

Y 
A 

JP, 7-112003, A (UNI-CHARM CORPORATION), 

02 May, 1995 (02.05.95) 

6c US, 5607416, A & EP, 648482, A 

1-4,6 
5 

Y 
A 

JP, 62-250201, A (The Proctor & Gamble Company) , 

31 October, 1987 (31.10.87) 

& US, 4695278, A & EP, 219326, A 

1-4,6 
5 

A 

JP, 4-152947, A (Daio Paper Corporation), 
26 May, 1992 (26.05.92) (Family: none) 

1,6 

A 

JP, 3-90149, A (Daio Paper Corporation) , 
16 April, 1991 (16.04.91) (Family: none) 

4 


I I Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. See patent family annex. 


* Special categories of cited documents: **T* 
"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

earlier document but published on or after the international filing "X** 
date 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 

cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other "Y" 
special reason (as specified) 

''O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other 
means 

"F* document published prior to the international filing date but later 
than the priority date claimed 


later document published after the international tiling date or 
priority date and not in conflict with the application but cited to 
understand the principle or theory underlying the invention 
dociunent of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
step when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such 
combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art 
dociunent member of the same patent family 


Date of the actual completion of the international search 
30 January, 2001. (30,01.01) 

Date of mailing of the international search report 

06 February, 2001 (06.02.01) 

Name and mailing address of the ISA/ 

Japanese Patent Office 

Facsimile No. 

Authorized officer 

Telephone No. 


Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1992) 
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SBSttUS«9 PCT/ J POO/07755 


c (m^) . 


JP, 62-250201, A :/c2^^— , q^^- K. ^-^^^ 

y/K ) , 3 i. 10^. i9iB7 (3l. 10. 8 

7) . 

&US, 46 9 5278, A &EP, 2 1 932 6, A 

J P. 4-1 5 2 94 7, A iit^mmm^^m , 2 6. 5.B. 
1 9 9 2 (26. 05. 9 2) , (7T^y— JfeU 

JP, 3-90 1 4 9, A (±^EMm^^^it) , 16. 4M. 1 
99 1 (1 6. 04. 9 1), (7T^y— >fcb) 


1-^4, 6 
5 

1. 6 


«SC:PCT/I SA/2 1 0 im2^—i^<om^) (1 9 9 8#7fl) 



(43)H(is^gaQ {10} mv^'j^mm^ 

2001 ^5 17 B (17.05.2001) pcf WO 01/34084 Al 


(51) mmm^m'': 

(21) rnvstmrnm^: 

(22) mv^mmB: 

(25) PISS(ttiili<7>Si§: 

(26) S^e^lB<DSg: 
(30) 

11/320341 


A6IF 13/494, 13/475 
PCT/JPOO/07755 
2000 ^11 ^2 H (02.11.2000) 

1999*11 10 B (10.11.1999) JP 


(71) iiimx(i¥im^t^<±x(Dii^^miz-Di^x): 

Se^Stt (KAO CORPORATION) [JP/JP]; T 103-8210 R 
3[«Ut»*IZB*«*«Br-TB 14»10^ Tokyo (JP). 


(72) f6BJ#;fcJ;t/ 

(75) ^BMm/mmx (mmiz':>L^x<D^): ssa*^ 

(TOYOSHIMA, Haruko) [JP/JP]. — Sffl^BJ (ICHI- 
MATA, Toshiaki) [JP/JP]; ¥321-3426 ^*!13?HiBiP 
mBl#^2606 ?Ei*|5S#tt P^mrt Tochigi (JP). 

(74) ftSA: #3S± 1*. >KHATORI, Osamu et 

al.); =f 107-0052 mS[«^E*«-T a 8S6^ 
HKN e;U6Pi Tolgro (JP). 
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(57) Abstract: An absorbent article which is provided with a liquid permeable surface sheet (2), 
liquid impermeable leakage-prevention sheet (3) and a liquid-retaining absorbent (4) interposed 
between the sheets, is formed substantially oblong, and is provided on the longitudinal opposite 
sides thereof with a pair of right and left, elastic member-carrying three-dimensional guards (5), 
(S), wherein the guards (S) each has a skin contact portion (SA) formed by folding back a side 
on the free end (S3) side toward the outer side of the diaper, and elastic members in a stretched 
condition are respectively disposed and fixed to the skin contact portion (SA) and to the approx- 
imately widthwise middle of a raised portion (SB) between the skin contact portion (SA) and tfie 
base end (S2) of a three-dimensional guard body. 
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